It is with much pleasure that I respond to the invitation of the chairman of ynur joint committee of arrangements to make a few remarks relative to the Library of the Surgeon-General's Office and Army Medical Museum, in connection with the resolution adopted by the thirty-sixth annual meeting of the American Dental Association, formally recognizing the Library of the Surgeon-General's Office and Army Medical Museum as the National Library and Museum of the dental profession of the United States.
In acknowledging the honor thus conferred upon us; I have, as librarian and officer in charge of the library and museum division of the Surgeon-General's Office, commu- nicated with your chairman' stating that we shall be most happy to co-operate with your committee, and with the dental profession of the country, in forming a collection thoroughly illustrative of all matters pertaining to the subject of dentistry, and trust that, with an increasing knowledge of our facilities, a genuine interest may be manifested in carrying into execution a work so important to you and advantageous to ourselves.
It has, therefore, seemed proper that I should give you a very brief account of these institutions, which are so well known to the medical profession at home and abroad, as Departing from its original limitation to military medicine and surgery, our museum has greatly extended its scope, and now includes the departments of human anatomy and osteology, physiology, embryology, pathology, and anthropology, with illustrations of the methods of research connected with all the branches of practical medicine.
As will be seen by referring to the classification of specimens, we have made the largest use of photography and micro-photography in illustrating tissues and struc-tures of the human body. Within our miscellaneous department are included models for the study of veterinary medicine and surgery, and some space is devoted to prosthetic apparatus, and to instruments and appliances used in the several departments of medicine and surgery; in fact, we desire through this museum to effect through object teaching that which is secured in the library by written works and treatises, viz, a thorough illustration of the science of medicine as it is found at the present day.
In this very brief description of the museum and its scope I have hardly done more than give to it a "certificate of character, for I feel that I must not encroach too much upon the time which has been so kindly alloted to me, and I now desire to come to the point of what I have to say relative to dentistry.
Our museum is not ,so well furnished with material relating to your profession as is our library. The collection of books and journals is a part of the library management, and it is our care to see that the several departments of medicine are well and harmoniously rounded out.
Books and journals we can obtain by purchase; specimens pertaining to your daily work, illustrative of normal and morbid dentition, and of diseases of the oral cavity, we cannot make, nor can we always buy; therefore I appeal to you, individually and collectively, to manifest not only sympathy in the proposed movement, but to give evidence of a practical interest by contributions, that we may be able to erect within our hall an exhibit of dentistry which shall be worthy of your profession.
By It is not necessary that you should attempt to mount your specimens; send them to us as they are, and they will be prepared and mounted by our pathologist.
Neither is it necessary that freight or express charges be prepaid; address your contributions to the Curator of the Army Medical Museum, Washington, D. C., and they will be received and cared for.
So soon as the number of contributions relating to the subject of dentistry will warrant, it is the intention of 'the management of the Museum to collect them together into one department where they can be exhibited and studied to the best advantage; it is also proposed to appropriate a certain amount annually for the purchase of models, preparations and appliances pertaining to dentistry.
In common with medicine and surgery and their collateral branches, dentistry has made great strides of advancement during the last quarter-century. 
